
GEORGETOWN LAKE UPDATE – January 19, 2023 

 

*This is to update the model run for outflows of 7 cfs* 

Current Lake Elevation 6428.08 (PROVISIONAL DATA from USGS gage 12325000) 
The water surface elevation is below average for this time of year, based on 80 years’ worth of lake elevation 
data.  
 
Elevation and Inputs 
From November 30, 2022 to the last day of 2022 (Dec. 31) the water surface increased from 6427.85 to 
6428.01 feet. For the first 8 days of 2023 (Jan 1 – 8) lake elevation was stable, only increasing slightly. Inflows 
for the last week, January 12 – 18, averaged 17 cfs. 
 
The lake gained 446-acre feet of storage from November 30 to December 31, 2022.  Storage gains averaged -
7.26 cfs.  The lake was gaining more than the average monthly December outflow of 9.36 cfs, with total lake 
inputs equal to 16.62 cfs. The inflows were 64% of normal for December. Weekly inflows for January still 
remain in the 62 – 68% of normal range. 
 
The lake is frozen, as is normal this time of year. 
 
Precipitation 
In December, the Peterson Meadows SNOTEL site received 1.4 inches of precipitation (which is 78% of 
normal). All of this moisture fell as snow, increasing the total snow water equivalent (SWE) at Peterson 
Meadows to 4.4 inches (105% of normal for end of December). The Warm Springs SNOTEL site gained 3.2 
inches (80% of normal), increasing SWE to 8 inches (87% of normal). November and early December had 
above average snowfall but around Dec. 14th precipitation and snow accumulation slowed significantly. 
 
Climate Forecast 
The CPC climate forecast (created December 15, 2022) shows normal air temperatures and normal 
precipitation for the 1-month outlook in January. The 3-month outlook shows below average temperatures 
and above average moisture for January, February, and March. These forecasts are updated around the 20th 
of each month. 
 
Model Forecast 
The water surface elevation sits at 6428.08 feet today (1/19/2023), and I used a starting elevation of 6428.01 
feet from the USGS gage for December 31. The only difference between this model run and the January 9 

Update is lowering outflows to 7 cfs to match the recent reductions in order to aid in filling the lake. I used 
65% of normal for inflows given that we have seen a consistent 60 – 65% this fall and winter. These inflow 
conditions are unlikely to change until later in the spring, which will depend heavily on the rest of the winter 
snowpack. Although the model runs monthly, I have been assessing inflows at a daily to weekly level to better 
inform outflows this winter, which I discussed earlier in the Elevation and Inputs section of this update. With 
outflows at 7 cfs, it is very likely the lake will fill in May or June even with consistent inflows 65% of normal. 
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