
 

September 6, 2022 

The Board of County Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. in a regular session in the Commission 

Office of the Granite County Courthouse with Commissioner Adler (via Zoom), 

Commissioner McLure. and Commissioner Hinkle attending. Also attending were Sue 

Antonioli, filling in for Commissioner’s Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski and Granite County 

Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw, who attended a portion of the agenda items.  The session was 

livestreamed through the Zoom internet-based program available for the public to view the 

session and comment. The public was also allowed to attend in person and provide comment.  

The session convened with the pledge of allegiance.  

Commissioner McLure acted as Chair in Commissioner Adler’s absence.   

Also, in attendance were Jenn Robinson, Tri-County PHEP Coordinator and Elena Gagliano 

(via zoom).  Local Residents Russ Piar, Pat Verlanic, and Dave Kesler joined in person.    

 

BOARD MINUTES; Commissioner Hinkle moved to accept the board minutes for August 

30, 2022 Commissioner meeting. Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. There was no 

public comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE;  

Email correspondence dated September 4, 2022 was received from Barbara Cahill, a 

property owner at Black Pine.  In this email she commented on Russ Piar’s Road 

Maintenance Agreement, stating that she believed the Forest Service was incorrect in 

believing that Mr. Piar had an alternate access through Black Pine Meadows Subdivision.  

Blaine Bradshaw, County Attorney, responded to her and said the County would likely stay 

out of any civil dispute between the Forest Service and Mr. Piar.  The County Attorney 

forwarded Mrs. Cahill’s e-mail to Cameron Rasor, Forest Ranger, on the morning of 

September 6, 2022.  

Email correspondence was also received from Jan Bowers, a property owner off the county 

road that leads to Granite Ghost Town.  In this email she pointed out how dangerous the 

road is to tourists and property owners and asked the Commission to speak to the road 

superintendent about making some improvements. Commissioner McLure stated that the 

Granite Road is a tourist destination and is highly traveled and that the county should look 

at improving it.  Commissioner Adler is not in favor of this as it will set a precedent for other 

roads and the Commission needs to look at what they can do with what they’ve got.  This 

item will be placed on next week’s agenda for discussion with Road Superintendent Paul Alt. 

Elena Gagliano asked what agenda item the Commission was actually on and that there are 

trainings for proper use of Zoom for public meetings.  Commissioner McLure stated that 

they were in Correspondence and running a little late and were still discussing the Granite 

Road.  

PUBLIC COMMENT; Commissioner Adler stated that he was contacted by the DNRC at 

Seeley Lake asking to land and base helicopters at the County’s Airport near Drummond 



 

for firefighting purposes.   The Commissioners and County Attorney Blaine Bradshaw were 

in agreement that this is an emergency action unanimously approved by all of the 

Commissioners so it does not need to be formally on the posted agenda (there was not 

sufficient time to post notice in any event), there is no current need for a contract with 

DNRC; and further, Blaine Bradshaw will notify Ernie Fulk of this action as Mr. Fulk is the 

Chair of the County’s Airport Board.  

ROAD & BRIDGE WEEKLY REPORT WITH ROAD & BRIDGE SUPERINTENDENT 

PAUL ALT; Road & Bridge Superintendent Paul Alt was not able to join the meeting as he 

was tied up with a project on East Fork Road.  He had called Commissioner McLure earlier 

and told her he would be working on the East Fork road and wouldn’t be able to attend this 

session.  

BID OPENING-PARKING LOT BARRIERS; There was one bid received for this project 

from Kesler Custom Shop in the amount of $21,475 for a metal barrier made out of 5 inch 

pipe.  Dave Kesler was present and explained his bid to the Commissioners.  He said he could 

begin the work after completing the Courthouse dome this fall.  He further noted that a 

couple of trees might need to be removed to install the barrier, and this would be extra if the 

Commission wanted him to do that.  After discussion, Commissioner Hinkle moved to accept  

Kesler Custom Shop’s bid and award the bid, with a second from Commissioner Adler.  

There was no public comment and the motion passed unanimously. 

BRANDON PARRET, DAM TENDER’S REPORT, GEORGETOWN LAKE OUTFLOW; 

The lake level was reported at 6428.21 feet; 15.48 inches below full pool, according to the 

USGS lake level gage and the dam tender’s report for the week. Commissioner Hinkle moved 

to leave the outflow at 30 CFS until September 13, 2022.  Commissioner Adler seconded the 

motion.  During public comment Pat Verlanic, a Drummond rancher and irrigator stated 

that the temporary modification agreement to release extra water this August was beneficial 

to irrigators and asked the Commissioners to consider continuing the 30 CFS until October 

1st (delaying the start to the agreed payback of water from October 12 to October 1) as 

without the extra release it is a detriment for local irrigators.  After discussion, the motion 

passed unanimously.  

RUSS PIAR’S REQUEST FOR A ROAD MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH 

COUNTY; Commissioner Hinkle moved for the County road crew to snow plow the Black 

Pine Road the additional one and half miles to where the county road turns into Forest 

Service.  Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. During public comment 

Commissioner Hinkle stated that this is a school bus route and it should be plowed.   County 

Attorney Blaine Bradshaw stated that there is no guarantee that the school bus would travel 

the extra mile and a half, but that he would notify the County’s transportation committee of 

any decision and they could meet to amend the bus route if they so choose. Commissioner 

McLure asked if the proposed maintenance agreement was necessary if the County plowed 

the additional mile and a half of Black Pine Road.  County Attorney Blaine Bradshaw said 

it was not.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 



 

2022 PHEP TASK ORDER; Jenn Robinson joining by Zoom stated that this is the yearly 

task order sent out by DPHHS and that the county is good standing with all the requirements 

that need to be met.  Commissioner Hinkle motioned to accept the 2022-2023 PHEP Task 

Order.  Commissioner McLure seconded the motion.  There was no public comment and the 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

INSPECTION OF BONDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH MCA 7-4-2213; One bond from 

Western Surety Company with Kesler Custom Shop as the principal was reviewed.  

Commissioner Hinkle motioned to accept the bond and Commissioner McLure seconded the 

motion.  There was no public comment and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

BUDGET HEARINGS; Commissioner Hinkle attended the session by Zoom. Clerk and 

Recorder, Sarah Graham also joined the session. The budget hearing commenced with 

Commissioner McLure reading the budget notice that Granite County Clerk and Recorder, 

Sarah Graham placed in the Philipsburg Mail for two weeks prior to hearings in accordance 

with MCA 7-6-4024, but it was only actually published on September 1, 2022 due to an error 

by the Philipsburg Mail’s staff. She also stated that the budget is posted on the county website 

and also available to the public in the Clerk and Recorder’s office and the purpose of the 

hearing is for anyone that has questions on any particular fund or line item, now is the time 

to ask them.  Elena Gagliano asked about the technicality of the budget notice not being 

published in the paper for two consecutive weeks.  Clerk and Recorder, Sarah Graham 

explained the situation, mostly due to errors on the Philipsburg Mail’s part.  County 

Attorney Blaine Bradshaw stated that he felt there had been sufficient notice to the public 

provided as the County Commission’s weekly agenda  (ie, the County’s website link to the 

agenda) is noticed weekly in the local newspaper and the agendas for the past two weeks 

explained the time of the budget hearings, place of budget hearings, and other needed 

information for budget hearing notices, including where more information could be obtained 

and the contact’s information. Sarah Graham also explained the budget certification 

process.  Elena Gagliano had several other points of clarification throughout the session, 

including questioning whether proper notice was given or not for the budget hearing.  It was 

explained to her that that the notice provided to the public was sufficient. 

 

RESOULTION 2022-10: A RESOLUTION SETTTING GRANITE COUNTY’S 2022-2023 

FISCAL YEAR BUDGET, INCLUDING SALARIES OF ALL GRANITE COUNTY’S 

ELECTED OFFICIALS AND DEPUTIES, AND A COST OF LIVING INCEASE FOR 

COUNTY EMPLOYEES; The Commissioners held the first reading of this resolution.  

There were several public comments, regarding budget procedure, from Elena Gagliano.   

 

BUDGET ADOPTION:  Commissioner McLure moved to adopt the budget for fiscal year 

2022-2023, subject to receiving the levied amounts from the Towns of Drummond and 

Philipsburg.  Commissioner Hinkle seconded the motion. There was no public comment.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 



 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 


