
 

August 30, 2022 

The Board of County Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. in a regular session in the Commission 

Office of the Granite County Courthouse with Commissioner Adler (via Zoom), 

Commissioner McLure. and Commissioner Hinkle attending. Also attending were 

Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski and Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw, 

who attended a portion of the agenda items.  The session was livestreamed through the Zoom 

internet-based program available for the public to view the session and comment. The public 

was also allowed to attend in person and provide comment.  The session convened with the 

pledge of allegiance.  

Commissioner Hinkle acted as Chair in Commissioner Adler’s absence.   

Also, in attendance were Granite County Road & Bridge Superintendent, Paul Alt; 

Drummond Mayor, Gail Leeper; Local Resident, Russ Piar; Granite County DES 

Coordinator, Jackie Bolster; Georgetown Lake Residents, Micky Sanders, Patricia Pierce, 

Bruce Sager; and Janine Sager; Granite County Sheriff, Scott Dunkerson; Local Resident, 

Russ Piar; Fish Wildlife & Parks, Fisheries Biologist, Brad Liermann; Granite County Clerk 

& Recorder, Sarah Graham; and other members of the general public, including Elena 

Gagliano.  

 

BOARD MINUTES; Commissioner McLure moved to accept the board minutes for August 

23, 2022 Commissioner meeting. Commissioner Hinkle seconded the motion. There was no 

public comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE;  

Correspondence was received from Montana State Senator Jessica Wicks, stating that she is 

available to address issues that affect the area during the interim session.  

A postcard was received from Great West Engineering inviting the Commission to a dinner 

they are hosting during the MACo 2022 meetings.  

Email correspondence was received from Ralph Franklin, a Revenue Analyst from the MT 

Governor’s Office of Budget and Program Planning. The email is a follow-up email 

regarding the SRS allocations message from a previous week.  

A flyer was received from the Montana Department of Transportation concerning the road 

closure on Flint Creek Pass. The flyer included information to sign up for updates from 

MDOT regarding the project.  

PUBLIC COMMENT; Public comment was received from Elena Gagliano asking for 

clarification of acting chair. Commissioner Hinkle responded that he is acting Chair.   

ROAD & BRIDGE WEEKLY REPORT WITH ROAD & BRIDGE SUPERINTENDENT 

PAUL ALT; Road & Bridge Superintendent Paul Alt joined the Commission to provide a 

brief update of projects the Department has been working on across the County including 

dirt patching and blading roads. He explained that they are going to begin maintenance out 



 

on East Fork Road near Bauers the following week.  Paul Alt added that there is a resident 

at Georgetown Lake that has reached out to him by the name of James Patrick Milligan, who 

would like the Department to do some maintenance and plowing during the winter season 

on his private subdivision road. Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw commented that 

this same issue arose years ago, and the Commission directed the homeowners to hire a 

private entity to plow their road during the winter months. The Commissioners each 

indicated their agreement with that plan.  Commissioner Hinkle asked if Paul Alt would look 

into the temporary speed bumps that homeowners at Georgetown Lake have also requested. 

Commissioner McLure explained that during last week’s session (August 23, 2022) the 

Commission was made aware of the safety hazards. The Commission agreed during that 

session to look into implementing the temporary speed bumps (with signage) two weeks prior 

to Memorial Day and to remove them two weeks following Labor Day. Paul Alt raised 

concerns over the placement of the speed bumps and liability if someone were to be in an 

accident. Blaine Bradshaw explained that signage would have to be placed and that the 

Commission has final say on where the speed bumps would be located and all other 

specifications, if speed bumps are allowed. Commissioner Adler stated that he is not in favor 

of speed bumps, because there is a chance that everyone is going to want them. Commissioner 

Hinkle disagreed, commenting that this is a special case, as the road runs between the lake 

docks and homes.  The Commission asked Paul Alt to look into the feasibility of speed limits, 

cost, etc.  Paul Alt will look into it and bring back information to the Commission. 

Paul Alt provided a brief Solid Waste update explaining that the Philipsburg site is once 

again having issues with human waste. He added that they are aware who hauled in the 

human waste and plans to meet with the Granite County Sheriff’s Department concerning 

the matter. Paul Alt added that he will be securing signage to post at the solid waste sites 

explaining  that the sites do not accept human waste except baby diapers. The Granite 

County Website already highlights that the site will not accept human waste. Commissioner 

Hinkle asked for clearer verbiage concerning diapers which are acceptable at the Solid 

Waste Sites. Commissioner Adler raised concerns over diseases and bacteria from the 

improper disposal.  

RUSS PIAR’S REQUEST FOR A ROAD MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE 

COUNTY; The Commission reviewed the request for a Road Maintenance Agreement from 

local resident Russ Piar on a portion of the Black Pine Road not regularly plowed in the 

winter months. The previous week US Forest Service Ranger (Pintler District) Cameron 

Rasor and Soil Specialist Sara Rouse joined the Commission to discuss the request. Cameron 

Rasor explained that the Forest Service is going to deny Russ Piar’s request to plow the 

Forest Service’s portion of Black Pine Road because when it was plowed in 2020, there was 

resource damage caused in the area.  He added that there is a mutual easement for shared 

use for everyone who lives in that area. Russ Piar explained that he is working with his 

attorney concerning the US Forest Service Special Use Permit, as Cameron Rasor’s 

documentation is not accurate. He stated that he has spoken with a Black Pine Attorney who 

says he does not have access through the subdivision. Commissioner McLure reiterated the 

previous agreement Russ Piar had with the Forest Service and asked how he plans to access 

the Forest Service portion of the road if given permission to plow the County portion. He 



 

explained that last winter he would plow and drive on the County portion and snowmobile 

on the Forest Service portion.  The group discussed the prescriptive easement that exists on 

the road and issues that tend to arise. Blaine Bradshaw recommended having Mr. Piar 

resolve his issue with the Forest Service before moving forward. Russ Piar added that Black 

Pine Subdivision is reviewing the matter as well in regards to the prescriptive easement. 

Commissioner Hinkle stated that there might be a  right-of-way through the subdivision as 

it was there prior to there being a subdivision. Russ Piar added that one of the property 

owners in that area is planning to implement a gate across the road. Commissioner Hinkle 

stated that he believes the County should approve this request and referenced other residents 

moving into the area that are going to have similar requests and that this will be a larger 

issue. Paul Alt referred to the agreement asking that verbiage be added in regards to turn 

outs and two-lane traffic. He also asked that Russ Piar not leave a vehicle parked within the 

County right-of-way.  Blaine Bradshaw will work on an updated agreement for next weeks 

session (September 6, 2022). Commissioner Hinkle recommended that the Commission 

approve the request after the necessary updates to the agreement. This matter has been 

tabled until next week (September 6, 2022).  

BRANDON PARRET, DAM TENDER’S REPORT, GEORGETOWN LAKE OUTFLOW; 

The lake level was reported at 6428.36 feet; 13.68 inches below full pull, according to the 

USGS lake level gage and the dam tender’s report for the week.  Currently the County has 

a temporary modification agreement called for increased outflows from Georgetown Lake 

reservoir to 45 CFS for two weeks commencing August 10, 2022. On August 24, 2022, 

outflows would return to 30 CFS.  Outflows would then be reduced from 30 CFS to 15 CFS 

from September 15, 2022 through September 28, 2022. The Commission was joined by MT 

Fish Wildlife & Parks, Fisheries Biologist, Brad Liermann who referenced an email he sent 

prior to the meeting that shows the outflows from the reservoir during the first two weeks of 

the temporary modification order. He added that if there are any questions on the 

calculations he was available to respond, or that the County could reach out to DNRC Water 

Hydrologist Todd Blythe. Commissioner Hinkle motioned to leave the outflow at 30 CFS as 

allowed by the temporary modification order and to begin paying back the water on 

September 13, 2022 for two weeks and then return to outflows of 30 CFS for the remainder 

of the irrigation season. Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. Brad Liermann also 

provided an update on the USGS gauges, explaining that he will be having a meeting via 

phone this week with the USGS. Commissioner Hinkle stated that if there is a meeting with 

the USGS that a Commissioner should be involved. Brad Liermann agreed and stated that 

he could share the meeting details with the Commission. There was no further public 

comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

UPDATE ON VERIZON CELL TOWER ISSUES AND GTL CELL COVERAGE FOR 911 

RESPONSE; The Commission was joined by Georgetown Lake residents, Bruce & Janine 

Sager, Patricia Pierce, and Micky Sanders. Bruce Sager began the discussion explaining that 

the group had been working in the Georgetown Lake area to gather signatures and find out 

more about the issues people have been having with cell phone service. More than 120 

residents signed the petition and the group presented it to the Commission. The homeowners 

raised concerns over the dropped calls and unavailable service, adding that this could mean 



 

that the 911 service is also being impacted. The group asked the Commission if they would 

draft a letter to Verizon stating their concern over the safety of residents, as Verizon owes 

Granite County citizens a plan to get the towers operable. Commissioner Hinkle moved to 

send a letter concerning the matter to Verizon as well as Montana Representatives. 

Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. There was discussion around the groups 

concern that Verizon does not take individuals seriously and Janine Sager shared a story of 

a resident who tried to secure a booster for cell service, but that Verizon was going to charge 

$100 for a booster that wasn’t even a proper cell coverage booster. Granite County Attorney, 

Blaine Bradshaw recommended sending a copy of the petition to Verizon and FEMA 

concerning the matter. Janine Sager commented that not all of the people who signed the 

petition are having issues with Verizon, but some are AT&T or T-Mobile customers. She 

added that the Georgetown Lake Volunteer Fire Department is having issues with their 

service as well, which impacts their ability to communicate with other emergency service 

providers. Micky Sanders raised concern over the ambulance service being located in Hall, 

MT and that ADLC EMS will no longer respond to Granite County emergencies at the lake. 

There was no further comment and the motion passed unanimously. Janine Sager raised 

concerns over a missing stop sign where Georgetown Lake Road connects to MT-Highway 

1. Blaine Bradshaw explained that this is in Anaconda Deer Lodge County and that the issue 

will need to be addressed with them (as thieves keeps stealing the sign). Janine Sager added 

that people are continually stealing road signs around the lake.  

 

BUDGET HEARINGS; Commissioner Hinkle attended the session via the Zoom platform. 

Commissioner McLure remained in the Commissioners’ Office. Both Commissioners were 

available to answer any questions from the public.  Commissioner Adler was excused from 

attendance.  The notice was sent to the Philipsburg Mail to be published with confirmed 

receipt, however the notice did not show up in the August 24th edition. The notice will appear 

in the August 31st edition.  

 

Elena Gagliano inquired about the donation for BSPRA and where she would locate it in the 

documents posted by the Clerk & Recorder’s Office. Commissioner McLure walked her 

through the online documents. Granite County Clerk & Recorder, Sarah Graham joined the 

Commission to explain that she would email Elena Gagliano additional documentation 

concerning the budget hearings. Sarah Graham explained that the Big Sky Passenger Rail 

Authority (BSPRA) funding would be coming out of the County’s Hard Rock Fund, which 

is a non-levied fund that has had money sitting it in for years. This is a discretionary fund 

and the Commission decided to utilize some of the funds for the donation to the BSPRA. 

Elena Gagliano also asked about the FMAC funds (Forest Management Advisory Council). 

This is no longer functional and no monies were budgeted.  

 

Granite County Sheriff, Scott Dunkerson joined the session explaining that the 24/7 Program 

is not something that the Department is going to continue with. Sarah Graham will remove  

line item 24/7 from the budget. Sheriff Dunkerson also discussed the 911 budget, as it was 

brought to his attention that he is overspending what the fund is generating by 



 

approximately $60K. Sheriff Dunkerson is going to work with Sarah Graham concerning 

this matter.  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 


